Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Oil
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Background Information
The Arctic National Wildlife Range was established in 1960. This designation was a promise to the American people to preserve the area’s “unique wildlife, wilderness and recreational values.” Twenty years later, Congress passed the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) and was signed into law by President Jimmy Carter. This Act renamed the area and more than doubled its size. ANILCA allowed for the addition or expansion of existing units of the five national conservation systems in Alaska -- the National Park System, the National Wildlife Refuge System, the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, the National Wilderness Preservation System, and the National Forest System. Today the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge includes nearly 20 million acres (the size of South Carolina), three Wild rivers, and the largest designated Wilderness (eight million acres) in the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Congress designated a portion of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) costal plain (about 1.5 million acres) as a reserve for further study because of its potential for significant oil and gas discoveries. Section 1002 of ANILCA required the Department of Interior to prepare a report to Congress that (1) identified areas on the coastal plain of ANWR with oil and gas production potential, (2) estimate the volume of the oil and gas, and (3) recommend whether Congress should permit further oil and gas exploration and development in ANWR. It also required the Department of Interior to use techniques other than drilling well to evaluate the oil and gas potential of ANWR.

“In the next 20 years, according to calculations by the Energy Information Administration, our nation's demand for oil is expected to jump 30% and natural gas by more than 50%. The reality is that our domestic production is declining. We now produce nearly 40% less oil than we did in 1970. Unless policies are changed, production will continue to decline. The projection is just over 5 million barrels per day by 2020, down from a high of 9.4 million barrels per day 30 years ago. Failure to meet this challenge may harm our prosperity, damage our national security, and may affect the way we live our daily lives.” said Secretary of the Interior Gale A. Norton in a speech to oil and gas executives.
"We've got an energy crisis in America that we have to deal with in a commonsense way," says President George W. Bush. “One thing is for certain, there are no short-term fixes, The solution for our energy shortage requires long-term thinking and a plan that we'll implement that will take time to bring to fruition.'' 

President Bush proposes to allow drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska, which has been estimated to hold up to 16 billion barrels of recoverable oil. 

The American people face an enormous challenge when they and their elected officials try to strike a delicate balance between preservation and development of these resources so that both present and future generations of Americans would be the beneficiaries of Alaska's vast wealth. 

 Task
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The Federal Government is considering opening up parts of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil drilling. Oil obtained from this region will help alleviate the United States dependence on foreign oil. However, the Arctic tundra is home to diverse animal and plant populations, as well as indigenous people. The Government Accountability Office (GAO) has been directed to conduct an impact study on oil drilling in ANWR. Your senator has asked for community input on this issue. You will need to find out what impact drilling for oil will have on ANWR.  You will need to research information pertaining to oil drilling in ANWR and to analyze and synthesize this information to determine if drilling for 
http://www.defenders.org/wildlife/arctic/armyths.html

oil in ANWR is a viable options to our country’s oil consumption. Your research should not be limited to websites, but also from books, magazines, news media, and interviews. As a team, you will prepare a presentation of your opinions on this issue using your research findings as support for your opinions. Your presentation will be given at a science lecture scheduled for community residents.

Beginning Research

Listed below are some websites to get you started in your research.

http://alaska.fws.gov/asm/anilca/intro.html
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/glossary/gloss5/biome/tundra.html
http://www.gao.gov/about/what.html  (in Keyword box, type in ANWR)
http://energy.cr.usgs.gov/OF98-34/
http://www.anwr.org/
http://www.juneauempire.com/stories/022603/opi_myturn2.shtml
http://www.solcomhouse.com/anwr.htm
http://www.inforain.org/Northslope/anwr_3.htm
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Cartoon courtesy of Clay Bennett 

http://www.claybennett.com editorial cartoonist for The Christian Science Monitor
