The following letter was posted to teachers on an educators’ website. It is a call to all interested students to help with this problem. Since we have been studying national parks, I feel it is our duty to voice our opinions in this matter. You are the future of America, you should have a say in what the government officials decide to do with your national parks.

Dear Teachers,

I am writing this letter in an attempt to persuade you and your students to help me in a very important matter. As you may or may not be aware, our country’s national parks are under much scrutiny. Although I am sure most Americans can agree that our park system is something to be very proud of, the question continually arises of just how to use the national parks. 

Many feel that the parks were originated to preserve wildlife. They believe that the parks should be left alone, with no humans tampering with them. Others feel that the parks are there for people to enjoy nature, even if it means disturbing the wildlife occasionally. Still others are more concerned with the many natural resources found in these parks such as oil and lumber. These are necessary items that our great country cannot survive without. If destroying part of our natural parks is the only way to get to these items, they feel it is worth the price.

I am at a point in my career as a United States Congressman where I must make a very difficult decision. I understand the views of all parties, but I must do what is best for our country as a whole. 

I am asking the teachers of America to put the question to their students. I have complete faith in the youth of America to research this problem and give me their educated opinions. I will take all letters into account before speaking to my fellow congressmen about this issue.

Very truly yours,

Congressman Joseph Rapter  

Read the following articles to get started thinking about the dilemma:

Land-Rights Dispute Continue in Alaska
Yellowstone National Park at Center of Snowmobile Debate
